
 

CITY OF SNOHOMISH 
Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 

 
116 UNION AVENUE  SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON 98290  TEL (360) 568-3115 FAX (360) 568-1375 

 
 

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

In the 

Postmaster Conference Room 

Snohomish City Hall 

116 Union Avenue 

 

WEDNESDAY 

November 9, 2016 

6:00 PM 
 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

6:00 1. CALL TO ORDER:  Roll Call 

 

6:05 2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Public comment on items not on the agenda. 

 

6:10 3. APPROVE the minutes of the October 12, 2016, regular meeting. 

 

6:15 4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

 a. HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS UPDATE (P. 1) 

  Draft Standards for Commercial Alterations  

 

 b. INDIVIDUAL DESIGN REVIEWS (P. 12)  Staff summary of individual 

member reviews from the preceding month.   

 

7:00 5. ADJOURN 
 

 

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14, 2016, 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Postmaster Conference Room, Snohomish City Hall, 116 Union Avenue. 

 

  

 

PLEASE NOTE 

START TIME 

6:00 P.M. 



 

 



 

Design Review Board  Page 1 
Meeting Minutes  October 12, 2016 

 

CITY OF SNOHOMISH 

Founded 1859, Incorporated 1890 
 

116 UNION AVENUE · SNOHOMISH, WASHINGTON  98290 · TEL (360) 568-3115  FAX (360) 568-1375 
 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
 

 

Snohomish City Hall 

116 Union Avenue 

Express Mail Conference Room 
 

October 12, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Staff Present: 

Darcy Mertz Krewson Brooke Eidem, Associate Planner 

Yumi Roth Angela Evans, Office Assistant II 

Phillip Baldwin  

Ron McNurlen Others Present: 
 Zach Wilde, Council Liaison 

Members Absent:  

Joan Robinett Wilson  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The newest Board member, Ron McNurlen, was introduced to and welcomed by the Board.  

 

2.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There were no public comments on items not on the agenda. 

 

3. APPROVE minutes of the August 10, 2016 meeting: 

 

Ms. Roth moved to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2016 meeting as written. Mr. Baldwin 

seconded the motion. The minutes were approved 4-0.  

 

4. ACTION ITEM 

 

 DRB File: 16-12-DRB  
 Applicant: Snohomish School District #201 

 Proposed: Demolition of gym building 

 Location: 516 Maple Avenue 

 

Staff presented an application from the Snohomish School District (District) for a permit to 

demolish the old gym and commons building located at the rear of the Aquatic Center. This 
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building was originally constructed in the 1960s and was used as part of the old Freshman 

Campus. When the Aquatic Center was built, the building was left in place and attached to the 

new building via an existing hallway on the eastern end. The hallway is currently used by 

students during swim meets. The proposal is to preserve the hallway portion, enclosing it with 

new exterior walls.  

 

The project is subject to review by the DRB because the proponent is a public agency.  However, 

demolitions outside the Historic District are specifically exempted from design review per SMC 

14.230.040D so the new exterior walls are the only portion under discussion. 

 

The proposed new wall treatment will match the existing Aquatic Center building with a two-

foot CMU base and a grey-toned brick veneer with a sheet metal coping at the parapet.  

 

Only two standards were identified by staff as being potentially applicable.  The massing 

standard is met; the different brick and masonry materials in various reveals make up the base 

and the middle and the parapet with the metal coping is the top element.  The screening blank 

walls standard is not strictly applicable, as it applies to walls in excess of 50 feet that face streets 

or residential areas. The south wall is in excess of 50 feet however it faces the parking lot. 

 

Mr. Ralph Rowher with the District said the classroom section of the facility was demolished in 

2012 to make room for the Aquatic Center. A team of architects and engineers conducted a 

facilities valuation of the remaining gym, commons, and kitchen areas. It was found to not meet 

code; the gym flooring is no longer usable as it is warped due to moisture, the HVAC system 

does not work, and the electrical system is completely unusable. The structure is now beyond its 

useful life and it is financially impractical to restore it. 

 

The Board discussed the applicable standards and agreed they have been met. 

 

Mr. Baldwin suggested installing vegetation along the south wall to break up the large expanse 

of brick wall. Mr. Rohwer confirmed the District will attempt to save much of the existing 

vegetation, to insert a buffer between the parking lot and the building. Their intent is to install 

landscaping consistent with other plantings on site; low maintenance bushes, mostly native to 

this area. 

 

Ms. Roth asked if there were any plans to install lighting along the back side of the building. Mr. 

Rohwer said they do not intend to add lighting to the back side. The District wants to be sensitive 

to light pollution towards the neighbors on that side of the building.  

 

Mr. Baldwin moved to recommend approval of the proposal as presented. Ms. Roth seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 4-0.  

 

5. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

a. HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS UPDATE:  Draft Standards for 

Residential Alterations 
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The draft residential alterations chapter was discussed in August and the Board recommended 

several revisions to the chapter. Staff integrated those revisions and presented them for the 

Board’s final approval.  The Board agreed the requested changes had been made and the chapter 

is complete. 

 

b. INDIVIDUAL DESIGN REVIEWS  

 

Staff presented the two individual design reviews conducted the previous month. 

 

6. ADJOURN at 6:35 p.m. 

 

Approved this 9
th

 day of November, 2016. 

 

 

 

By: ________________________________________________________ 

 Darcy Mertz Krewson, Chair 

 
 

 

Meeting attended and minutes prepared by Angela Evans 
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Date: November 9, 2016 

 

To: Design Review Board 

 

From: Brooke Eidem, Associate Planner 

 

Subject: Historic District Design Standards – Draft standards for commercial alterations  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This ongoing item presents an opportunity for discussion and review of design standards in the 

Historic District.  As discussed by the Board previously, the document will be revised to 

accommodate re-organization of the standards, including separate sections addressing new 

construction and modifications to existing buildings for both commercial and residential areas.   

 

The following pages include draft standards addressing alterations of existing commercial 

structures.  Staff appreciates the Board’s review and comment on the draft standards and images.   

 

Printed packets will be available at the meeting. 
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Date: November 9, 2016 

 

To: Design Review Board 

 

From: Brooke Eidem, Associate Planner 

 

Subject: Summary of Individual Member Design Reviews – O ctober 6, 2016 – November 3, 

2016 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There were no individual design reviews conducted during the previous month. 


